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1 This action is in response to the communication filed on 6/13/2007. 

2 DETAILED ACTION 

3 Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

4 A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 

5 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 

6 eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 

7 has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 

8 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/17/2007 has been entered. 

9 Response to Arguments 

10 Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-18 have been considered but are moot in 

11 view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

12 The examiner notes that although the claim language recites "a decoding mechanism 

13 configured to decode data" it does not require that any data is decoded. Limitations reciting 

14 something that is configured to perform a task do not require the task to be performed. 

15 Claims 12-18 have been examined and Claim 1-1 1 have been cancelled. 

16 All objections and rejections not set forth below have been withdrawn. 
17 

1 8 Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

19 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

20 obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

21 A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 

22 described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 

23 matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 

24 whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
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1 ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 

2 negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
3 

4 Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tatebayashi 

I 

5 et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,859,535) hereinafter referred to as Tate, and further in view of Chan 

i 6 et al. (US Patent Number 6,226,237) hereinafter referred to as Chan. 

I 

7 Regarding claim 12, Tate disclosed a general-purpose computer having a central 

' 8 processing unit v^hich can decode data stored in an internal storage mechanism as instructed by a 

9 program stored in said internal storage mechanism (See Tate Col. 8 Lines 31-51), comprising: a 

i 

10 loading mechanism, which is integrally arranged on a case of said general-purpose computer, for 

I 1 1 detachably accommodating an external storage card (See Tate Fig. 2 Elements 501 and 300); a 

I 

12 decoding mechanism configured to decode data read from said external storage card (See Tate 

I 

I 13 Col. 8 Lines 31-51 and Fig. 6 Element 460); a reproduction mechanism configured to reproduce 

14 decoded data decoded by said decoding mechanism (See Col. 8 Lines 31-51); and said loading 

i 

[ 1 5 mechanism is configured to read said decoded data based on commands from said central 

16 processing unit when said general-purpose computer is in an active state (See Tate Col. 52 

i 

17 Paragraph 1), but failed to disclose a power controller that suppHes power to said general- 

j 1 8 purpose computer, wherein said power controller supplies power to said decoding mechanism 

19 and said reproduction mechanism even if power of said central processing unit is turned off, and 

I 

20 said loading mechanism is configured to read said decoded data without control of a central 

21 processing unit when said general-purpose computer is in an inactive state. 

22 Chan teaches that when computers reproduce audio from an external device, much of the 

i 

I 23 power consumed by the computer is in peripherals not actually being used (See Chan Col. 1), 



I 
I 
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1 and further teaches that in such situations, unused portions of the computer, including the CPU, 

2 can be powered off (un-energized), and when the CPU is energized the CPU will control the 

3 audio playback commands, but when the CPU is not energized, an audio sub-system should 

4 remain energized to control the playback of the audio without use of the CPU (See Chan Col. 8 

5 Paragraphs 2-3), and further teaches that the audio sub-system should have a track number 

6 display and an Icon LCD which the audio subsystem uses to indicate operation (See Chan Col 6 

7 Lines 52-58). 

8 It would have been obvious to the ordinary person skilled in the art at the time of 

9 invention to employ the teachings of Chan to the music playing system of Tate in order to shut 

10 off the power to the idle personal computer while reading the data from the external medium by 

1 1 the content player subsystem, and having a display configured to display operating 

12 characteristics of the audio device when the computer is idle. This would have been obvious 

13 because the ordinary person skilled in the art would have been motivated to reduce the power 

14 consumed by the system, 

15 Regarding claim 13, Tate and Chan disclosed a cross-authentication mechanism 

16 configured to cross-authenticate said external storage card through said loading mechanism (See 

17 Tate Col. 1 1 Lines 3-20); and a control mechanism for supplying copyrighted data read from said 

18 external storage card to said reproducing mechanism upon successfiil cross-authentication by 

19 said cross- authentication mechanism (See Col. 8 Lines 44-51), wherein said power controller 

20 supplies power to said cross-authentication mechanism and said control mechanism even if 

21 power of said central processing unit is turned off (See the rejection of claim 12 above). 
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1 Regarding claim 14, Tate and Chan disclosed that when said external storage card has 

2 been cross-authenticated with said general-purpose computer, an external storage card control 

3 mechanism plays copyrighted music data on a portable music playing device by connecting said 

4 external storage card to said portable music playing device (See Tate Col. 8 lines 44-51). 

5 Regarding claim 15, Tate and Chan disclosed that in an inactive state in which no electric 

6 power is suppUed to said general-purpose computer, an external storage card control mechanism 

7 reads copyrighted data from said external storage card and supplies said copyrighted data to a 

8 portable music playing device (See Tate Cpl. 8 Lines 44-51 and the rejection of claim 12 above). 

9 Regarding claim 16, see the rejection of claim 12 above. 

10 Regarding claim 17, Tate and Chan disclosed that a function equivalent to a portable 

1 1 music playing device is realized by executing, by a controller of said general-purpose computer, 

12 a program stored in said internal storage mechanism of said general-purpose computer (See Tate 

13 Col. 1 Lines 29-37 and Col. 8 Lines 31-51 and col. 52 Paragraph 1). 

14 Regarding claim 18, Tate and Doi disclosed that said internal storage mechanism is a 

1 5 hard drive (See Tate Lines 3 1-34). 

1 6 Conclusion 

17 Claims 12-18 have been rejected. 

18 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

19 examiner should be directed to Matthew T. Henning whose telephone number is (571) 272-3790. 

20 The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4. 
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1 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

2 supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 

3 organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

4 Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

5 Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appHcations 

6 may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

7 appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

8 system, see http;//pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions oh access to the Private PAIR 

9 system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

10 like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

1 1 information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 /Matthew Henning/ 

1 8 Assistant Examiner 

19 Art Unit 2131 

20 8/14/2007 
21 
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